
 

The authors’ answers to my questions are a bit disappointing. 

Actually, it is not « the integrated benthic silicate flux in the Baltic Sea (which) suggests a major land-

derived reactive silicon source » but the fact that to reach a reasonable Si budget the 

authors’estimate for the silicic acid benthic flux is not explainable by classical biogeochemists views. 

This might be aligned with updated views on the Si cycle in marine waters (e.g. Trapp-Müller et al, 

2026) that show the importance of long-term Si fluxes derived from detrital silicate weathering, the 

authors’study has a great potential interest.  

However, neither in the first version nor in the revised version, the authors give DIRECT evidence that 

this is the case for the Baltic Sea ecosystem. 

In other words, only if the manuscript focused on « An integrated benthic silicic acid flux in the Baltic 

Sea » it deserves publication.  


