
Table S1. Antarctic ice core sites regionally adjacent to MBS with annual snow accumulation records spanning >250 years.

Site Name Latitude Longitude Elevation (m) Years CE Reference

LGB65 -71.85 77.92 1850 1745–1996 Xiao et al. (2004)a

200th km -68.25 94.08 1990 1640–1988 Ekaykin et al. (2017)a

Law Dome DSS -66.77 112.81 1370 -11–2016 Roberts et al. (2015); Jong et al. (2022)
a Annual accumulation dataset obtained from Thomas et al. (2017)
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S1 Strain thinning adjustment with Nye

An important step in the development of an accumulation record is converting the true depth to ice equivalent depth, which

removes the effect of depth-dependent density in the firn layer by numerically representing this material as glacier ice. This

means that any portion of a given column of firn or ice will have the same mass, which is important for calculations involving5

stress and strain. Ice equivalent depth Z can be calculated by integrating the density-depth relationship throughout the depth

of the ice sheet, as in Jong et al. (2022). The ice equivalent depth can then be used for calculations such as the Nye (1963) flow

model.

Z(z) =

z∫
0

ρ(η)

ρice
dη (S1)

The Nye flow model Nye (1963) is the simplest method of strain thinning adjustment, and is commonly used in shallow/in-10

termediate length cores (within the top 10-15% of the ice sheet) (Thomas et al., 2015, 2008; Mulvaney et al., 2002). The model

assumes a uniform vertical strain rate and no basal melting. It follows that the total vertical strain rate of a given layer equals

the total vertical strain rate of the ice below it (expressed as a simple ratio):

λ

ḃ
=

h

H
(S2)

Where λ is the observed layer thickness, ḃ is the original accumulation, h = current height above the bed, and H = total sheet15

ice thickness when the layer was deposited (all in ice equivalent). Thus the thinning function is h
H . No explicit assumption

of steady state is made, however in practice, H is usually assumed to be the current ice sheet thickness. This ratio states that

thinning is directly proportional to depth, e.g. a layer buried at a depth of 10% of the ice sheet height will have thinned by 10%.

We converted the ice equivalent layer thickness to original accumulation using the Nye model, with H = 1978 m ice equiv-

alent. H and h were converted to ice equivalent using Eq. S1, and the observed layer thickness for each year was converted to20

ice equivalent (i.e. corrected for density variations with depth) using Eq. 2 (from main text). Because Nye depends only on the

normalized vertical coordinate h/H , rather than absolute ice thickness, it is insensitive to uncertainties in total ice thickness

for relatively shallow cores. We tested the sensitivity to the ice thickness H by varying H by around ±10%. Setting H = 1800 m

and 2200 m both resulted in a 1.6 % change in layer thickness in the deepest part of the core (with larger H resulting in slower

thinning), compared to H = 1978 m.25

We then compared the resulting accumulation record for Mount Brown South (MBS) using the two different strain thinning

methods: Nye and ApRES vertical displacement rates and ultimately decided to use the ApRES method for the development

of the MBS snow accumulation record (see Sections 3.2 and 5.4 in main text, and Fig. S1).
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Figure S1. A comparison of the MBS snow accumulation record using two different strain thinning adjustment methods. The Nye method

is shown in blue, the ApRES method in black, and the uncorrected layer thicknesses in orange. The linear trend (thin straight line) and the

Gaussian smoothed (sigma=10, approx. 30 year running mean) accumulation rate are shown for each method. Note that the accumulation

rates for each method differ very little near the surface, and the difference increases with age. The Nye method results in a long term mean

accumulation of 0.256 ± 0.08 m yr−1 ice equivalent, with a slight positive linear trend (2.13× 10−5 yr−1 , p=0.003), roughly equal to 2

cm per millennium. The ApRES strain rate from vertical displacement data method results in a mean accumulation of 0.276 ± 0.08m yr−1

ice equivalent, with no significant trend. The difference in long term mean accumulation between the methods is about 7%. The difference

in annual accumulation rates increases with age, with the oldest layer differing by 13.7 %.
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Figure S2. Scatter plot of the rate of vertical displacement of each 5 m depth section, with the linear fit. The data points not used in the linear

fit are shown as magenta.
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Table S2. Regime shift index (RSI) of each change point identified with regime shift analysis, and a comparison of the regime means (m

yr−1 ice equivalent) before and after each change point. P-values represent the results of Welch’s two-sample t-tests comparing the mean

accumulation between adjacent regimes.

Change Point RSI Mean Before Mean After Absolute Change % Change p-value

1127 0.202 0.299 0.242 -0.056 -18.9 0.0000

1322 0.304 0.242 0.298 0.056 23.2 0.0000

1461 0.391 0.298 0.232 -0.066 -22.1 0.0000

1509 0.191 0.232 0.276 0.043 18.7 0.0029

1595 0.138 0.276 0.317 0.041 14.9 0.0056

1651 0.175 0.317 0.273 -0.043 -13.7 0.0026

1754 0.347 0.273 0.240 -0.033 -12.2 0.0013

1880 0.236 0.240 0.290 0.050 20.9 0.0000

5



References

Ekaykin, A. A., Vladimirova, D. O., Lipenkov, V. Y., and Masson-Delmotte, V.: Climatic variability in Princess Elizabeth Land (East Antarc-30

tica) over the last 350 years, Climate of the Past, 13, 61–71, https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-13-61-2017, 2017.

Jong, L. M., Plummer, C. T., Roberts, J. L., Moy, A. D., Curran, M. A. J., Vance, T. R., Pedro, J. B., Long, C. A., Nation, M., Mayewski, P. A.,

and Van Ommen, T. D.: 2000 years of annual ice core data from Law Dome, East Antarctica, Earth System Science Data, 14, 3313–3328,

https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-14-3313-2022, 2022.

Mulvaney, R., Oerter, H., Peel, D. A., Graf, W., Arrowsmith, C., Pasteur, E. C., Knight, B., Littot, G. C., and Miners, W. D.: 1000 year35

ice-core records from Berkner Island, Antarctica, Annals of Glaciology, 35, 45–51, https://doi.org/10.3189/172756402781817176, 2002.

Nye, J. F.: Correction Factor for Accumulation Measured by the Thickness of the Annual Layers in an Ice Sheet, Journal of Glaciology, 4,

785–788, https://doi.org/10.3189/s0022143000028367, 1963.

Roberts, J., Plummer, C., Vance, T., van Ommen, T., Moy, A., Poynter, S., Treverrow, A., Curran, M., and George, S.: A 2000-year annual

record of snow accumulation rates for Law Dome, East Antarctica, Climate of the Past, 11, 697–707, https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-11-697-40

2015, 2015.

Thomas, E. R., Marshall, G. J., and McConnell, J. R.: A doubling in snow accumulation in the western Antarctic Peninsula since 1850,

Geophysical Research Letters, 35, https://doi.org/10.1029/2007gl032529, 2008.

Thomas, E. R., Hosking, J. S., Tuckwell, R. R., Warren, R. A., and Ludlow, E. C.: Twentieth century increase in snowfall in coastal West

Antarctica, Geophysical Research Letters, 42, 9387–9393, https://doi.org/10.1002/2015gl065750, 2015.45

Thomas, E. R., Van Wessem, J. M., Roberts, J., Isaksson, E., Schlosser, E., Fudge, T. J., Vallelonga, P., Medley, B., Lenaerts, J., Bertler, N.,

Van Den Broeke, M. R., Dixon, D. A., Frezzotti, M., Stenni, B., Curran, M., and Ekaykin, A. A.: Regional Antarctic snow accumulation

over the past 1000 years, Climate of the Past, 13, 1491–1513, https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-13-1491-2017, 2017.

Xiao, C., Mayewski, P. A., Qin, D., Li, Z., Zhang, M., and Yan, Y.: Sea level pressure variability over the southern Indian Ocean in-

ferred from a glaciochemical record in Princess Elizabeth Land, east Antarctica, Journal of Geophysical Research: Atmospheres, 109,50

https://doi.org/10.1029/2003JD004065, _eprint: https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1029/2003JD004065, 2004.

6

https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-13-61-2017
https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-14-3313-2022
https://doi.org/10.3189/172756402781817176
https://doi.org/10.3189/s0022143000028367
https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-11-697-2015
https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-11-697-2015
https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-11-697-2015
https://doi.org/10.1029/2007gl032529
https://doi.org/10.1002/2015gl065750
https://doi.org/10.5194/cp-13-1491-2017
https://doi.org/10.1029/2003JD004065

