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Responses to Reviewer #2 Comments 

 

Dear Editor and Reviewers 

We are grateful to both reviewers for their constructive comments and suggestions for our 
paper. These have greatly improved the manuscript. We have endeavoured to address each 
comment in this reviewer response document. Below, we reproduce the reviewer comments 
(in black), then add our response to each comment (in red). Where a block of text has been 
added to the manuscript, we highlight this in this document (in red italics).  

Best wishes, 

Prof Colin Jones  

 

Reviewer 2 

 

1. Jones et al. propose a new Earth system modeling protocol for CMIP7. The protocol 
includes a set of CO2 emission-driven simulations that reach specified global warming 
levels (GWLs) with a common global warming rate. When the specified global warming 
level is reached, CO2 emissions are set to zero and, after 50 years, to the negative of 
the positive emissions rate and the experiments is continued until a model’s global 
mean temperature drops below the pre-industrial value. The paper justifies the 
modeling protocol, lays out the science questions the protocol is set to answer and 
provides a proof of concept with an initial set of ESM model simulations. 

The proposed framework is compelling for its simplicity but also has disadvantages, 
which stem from the desire to answer a range of different science questions that, 
ideally, would entail different modeling protocols. While simulated ESM GMSAT 
trajectories have a common warming rate until specified GWLs are reached, these 
trajectories can be expected to diverge after this point due to a range of different 
GMSAT responses to zero emissions (as shown in Fig. 3b). The ramp-down GMSAT 
trajectories can be expected to diverge even more due to models’ different GMSAT 
responses to net negative CO2 emissions. Therefore, the only factor that is effectively 
the same across simulated GMSAT trajectories is the initial warming rate and the global 
warming level reached. 

This is true and we have modified the text to make it clearer that (i) we aim to control 
the rate and amount of warming in the ramp-up run (through an assumed linear 
relationship between cumulative CO2 emissions and global warming (i.e. TCRE). We 
recognise this may not hold at higher warming levels and point this out in the paper but 
to a first approximation this assumption looks valid), (ii) that models then branch into 
zero CO2 emission runs at common GWLs after the same amount of warming, (iii) that 



the global warming response under net zero emissions is an emergent property of each 
model that can also potentially vary as a function of warming level, and (iv) that while 
we start the ramp-downs at the same time point in each model’s zero emission and 
use the (negative) mirror image of the ramp-up emissions, there is no guarantee that 
the cooling trajectory in a given model will be a mirror image of the warming trajectory. 
Points (iii) and (iv) are questions we think the protocol can help understand.  

We have added a Box 1 into the paper just before fig 1. This summarizes the main 
assumptions of the protocol and now also states the caveats on ZEC and negative 
emission runs as mentioned above. This Box reads as follows: 

Box 1: Key assumptions and aims of the TIPMIP ESM protocol 
 We aim for a common global mean surface warming rate of 2°C per century across 

all models in the ramp-up 
 This is achieved by using each model’s TCRE to provide the required CO2 

emission rate in GtC per year. 
 We approximate warming stabilization by branching runs using net zero CO2 

emissions off the ramp-up runs. The degree of warming stabilization (ZEC) will be 
an emergent property of each model, likely sensitive to the GWL. 

 We branch negative CO2 emission runs 50-years into each zero-emission run, with 
negative emissions equal and opposite to the ramp-up. Whether the induced 
cooling mirrors the (ramp-up) warming will also be an emergent property of each 
model.  

 We branch a second net zero-emission run off the 4°C ramp-down run at 
GWL=2°C to investigate potential hysteresis compared to the zero-emission runs 
branched directly off the ramp-up at GWL=2°C 

 
2. The authors justify this approach with different science questions they intend to 

address: exploring tipping point behavior at different global warming levels, while 
quantifying the zero emissions commitment at different GWLs and reversibility in 
response to net negative emissions. However, the tipping point science question would 
be better answered with a set common GMSAT trajectories (as could be obtained with 
the AERAMIP protocol), which would allow to clearly explore the risk of tipping as a 
function of GMSAT.  

We agree that the AERA-MIP experiments are extremely useful for the analysis of 
tipping risks at different stabilized global warming levels (GWL). We have modified the 
paper to make it clear that the TIPMIP protocol allows us to analyse models under net-
zero CO2 emissions initiated at common (and known) GWLs after a common amount 
of CO2 forced warming in the ramp-up. These can be compared to the AERA-MIP runs 
at a constant GMSAT. This difference will hopefully allow some useful collaboration 
and comparison of findings between AERA-MIP and TIPMIP. We fully intend to do this, 
and some of the coordinators on AERA-MIP are also co-authors on this paper and 
involved in TIPMIP more generally.  

An important factor in the TIPMIP ESM protocol is its simplicity (though we 
acknowledge in the paper that this simplicity comes with caveats). Because it is such 
a simple protocol, it is easy for modelling groups to run, evidenced by 11 ESMs having 
almost completed the protocol at this time.  

 



3. The ZEC and reversibility questions, on the other hand, would be better explored in a 
framework with common emission trajectories that entail the same rate of CO2 
emissions, the same level of cumulative emissions and the same rate of net negative 
emissions (as in flat10mip; Sanderson et al., 2025). With the current design, it is 
challenging to attribute differences in GMSAT response to model differences as 
opposed to differences in emissions trajectory. It would be helpful if the authors could 
discuss why they chose not to use the AEAMIP protocol to derive a set of common 
GMSAT trajectories for the tipping point exploration, acknowledge the challenges of 
the current modeling protocol for the attribution of differences in results, and discuss 
how they are planning to isolate the effect of different GMSAT and emission trajectory 
characteristics on outcomes. 

We agree that the flat10MIP protocol is an excellent alternative for calculating TCRE, 
ZEC, and the response to negative CO2 emissions. The primary difference between 
the two protocols is that in TIPMIP we control the rate of warming across models (in 
the ramp-up phase), and the GWL level at which zero emissions are initiated. In 
flat10MIP, commonality across models is instead imposed with respect to CO2 
emissions. We expect a number of ESMs that have run the TIPMIP protocol will also 
run flat10MIP. Joint analysis of the responses in common-GMSAT vs common-CO2-
emission space will hopefully help in understanding some of the differences seen 
between the 2 protocols when run with the same model. Some of the flat10MIP 
coordinators are also co-authors of this paper and active in TIPMIP, thus we envisage 
a productive collaboration between the two MIPs.  

We have made it clearer in the paper that the TIPMIP protocol does not guarantee 
warming stabilization at a given GWL, rather it is an investigation of the response to 
net-zero emissions initiated in models at the same GWL, after the same amount and 
rate of warming, and then also allows an analysis of the efficacy of net-negative 
emissions after a (near) common pathway of warming ramp-up and (50 years) of zero 
emissions have been simulated in each model. As mentioned above the AERA-MIP 
protocol is definitely very useful for studying the Earth system under a stabilized 
GMSAT. The primary advantage of the TIPMIP protocol lies in its simplicity, the focus 
on net-zero, and the aim to constrain models to similar warming and cooling rates. 

 

4. The paper is generally well written but some sections feel lengthy and somewhat 
repetitive and could be streamlined. Also, citations often seem to be limited to the 
authors’ own work and should include a wider body of literature on TCRE, ZEC and 
reversibility (see specific suggestions below). 

We have gone through the paper and tried to reduce its length and avoid repetition. 
We have also added in the suggested extra references on TCRE and ZEC, which we 
thank the reviewer for pointing out. 

 

5. Specific comments: 
 

(numbers refer to line numbers) 
76: ‘net’ negative CO2 emissions (here and elsewhere).  
Done 

 



92: It would be helpful if the Introduction could include an overview of the MIP 
landscape to provide context for the proposed modeling protocol. You do this in section 
3.4 but part of it should be in the Introduction as well.  
We have added a paragraph at the end of the Introduction section briefly mentioning 
the CMIP7 landscape as it stands now, highlighting the MIPs TIPMIP has some 
commonality with. This reads as follows: 
 
TIPMIP ESM experiments began as part of CMIP6plus (an extension to CMIP6 after 
the formal project had closed). This paper describes the experiment protocol in detail 
as preparation for participation in CMIP7 (Dunne et al., 2025). 38 MIPs have so far 
registered to take part in CMIP7, with the full list available at https://wcrp-
cmip.org/mips/#registered-mips. TIPMIP has some commonality, and potential for 
collaboration with a number of CMIP7 MIPs, including C4MIP, CDRMIP, AERA-MIP 
(Silvy et al. 2024), as well as ScenarioMIP (van vuuren et al.  2025) and the flat10MIP 
experiments (Sanderson et al., 2024) that are part of the CMIP7 Assessment Fast 
Track (Dunne et al., 2025). We discuss areas of potential collaboration with these MIPs 
in section 3.4 

 
165: Include reference to Matthews et al, 2009 (first paper to introduce TCRE).  
Done 
 
166: ‘equation 21’: describe or reproduce equation in the text.  
Done and reads as follows: 
 
We suggest the method of Arora et al. (2020, their equation 21, reproduced below) to 
calculate model TCRE values,  

 

𝑇𝐶𝑅𝐸 =  
∆்2xCO2

ாത2xCO2
                                                       (1) 

 
Where ∆T2xCO2 is the Transient Climate Response (TCR), defined (for a given model) 
as the change in GMSAT relative to its pre-industrial value at the time atmospheric CO2 
concentrations in a 1pctCO2 run (Eyring et al. 2016) have doubled, occurring after 70 
years. 𝐸ത2xCO2 is the cumulative carbon emissions at the time of CO2 doubling in the 
same experiment. TCRE is expressed in units of °C per exagram (1000 Pg) of carbon. 

 
185: what is year ‘A’?  
Is now defined and only used once 

 
187-188: there will still be a strong transient after 50 years of zero emissions, which 
will influence the downward GMSAT trajectory. 
If you mean that internal variability at year 50 in the zero-emission run will impact the 
trajectory of the subsequent ramp-down run, then we agree and the route to address 
this is through more ensemble members. We have run 3 members with a number of 
models and can assess this, though not for this paper. If you mean a transient (forced) 
signal, this will depend on the model and the GWL. For GMSAT, at GWL=2K most 
models are fairly stable, at GWL=4K less so. Clearly, there will be regional differences 
below this level of detail. Such analysis is deferred to later studies.  

 
 
 

Commented [CJ1]: https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-18-
6671-2025  

Commented [CJ2]: https://doi.org/10.5194/egusphere-
2024-3765, 2025  



188-189: the ramp down GMSAT trajectory will likely not mirror the ramp up trajectory. 
This may be the case and is one thing we want to explore with these runs. The one 
model shown (GFDL_ESM2M) does look to have a similar rate of GMSAT cooling as 
in its ramp-up phase. This may not be true for all models and may be related to what 
their respective ZEC response is at different GWLs. We make it clear in the paper that 
both the ZEC responses and the GMSAT response in the ramp-down runs are 
emergent properties of each model and GWL and while we might expect some 
commonality between the ramp-up warming and ramp-down cooling, this is not 
guaranteed.  
 
We have added a Box 1 just before Fig 1 where we summarize the key assumptions 
of the experiment protocol and also point out where warming/cooling responses are 
emergent properties of each model. The text in Box 1 is quoted above in response to 
an earlier comment. 

 
364: except that GMSAT trajectories under the TIPMIP protocol will not stabilize 
exactly. 
Agreed. We changed the wording in this sentence to the following: 
 
TIPMIP simulations can be compared with AERA-MIP results to explore, for example, 
the impact of non-CO₂ radiative forcing on the spatial patterns of climate change in the 
AERA-MIP runs stabilized at GWL=2°C and the TIPMIP net zero-emission runs started 
at GWL = 2 °C. A difference between the two protocols is the commonality of model 
warming rates in the TIPMIP ramp-up runs, as well as the commonality of GWL at 
which net-zero CO2 emission runs start.  

 
366: Keller et al.: clarify that reference is for CMIP6 CDR-MIP. 
Done 
 
379: why ’risk’?  
Wording has been changed to:  
This may result in only a small number of tipping events occurring in our Tier 1 
ensemble 
 
420: Section 4 feels long and would benefit form more concise writing 
We have tried to reduce the length.  
 
433: Refer to 2025 tipping point report. 
Done 
 
635: meaning of ‘connectivity’ unclear. 
We have changed the wording here to: 
Another important question relates to how changes in one location (or component) of 
the Earth system can cause changes elsewhere. 
 
658: ‘net’ negative CO2 emissions 
Done 
 
 
 



691: Include additional references on sink reversal under net negative emissions e.g. 
Tokarska et al (2015) https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-
9326/10/9/094013 
Done 
 
695: This paragraph does not seem to fit here. 
Agreed we have removed the first part of this paragraph and merged the remainder 
with the paragraph above, which now reads: 

 
Carbon dynamics under negative emissions are qualitatively understood, although 
models differ in the quantitative magnitude of their response. Over the last century, 
CO2 emissions have caused a rapid rise in atmospheric CO2 concentration and natural 
carbon sinks – both land and ocean – while removing some of this, have not kept up 
and so increase their sink rates in step with the emissions (Raupach et al., 2014). 
When CO2 emissions stop increasing, atmospheric CO2 declines and natural sinks 
weaken, eventually saturating, in particular the land biosphere (Silvy et al., 2024). 
Under negative CO2 emissions, atmospheric CO2 concentration strongly declines, and 
the natural sinks eventually reverse as both ocean and land ecosystems outgas excess 
carbon dioxide (Tokarska et al., (2015), Jones et al., 2016; Koven et al., 2022). Thus, 
in the long term, the same processes which lead to natural sinks opposing positive 
emissions also lead to the natural carbon cycle opposing CO2 removal, i.e. for every 
ton of CO2 removed (e.g. by CDR), atmospheric CO2 concentrations will decline by 
less than one ton. Uncertainty in the carbon cycle response to negative emissions is 
likely dominated by land ecosystems in the same way as it is for the response to rising 
emissions (Jones and Friedlingstein 2020), although on longer timescales the land sink 
will saturate more quickly leaving a larger role for ocean uptake (Randerson et al., 
2015). The TIPMIP ESM experiments will allow an improved quantification of the 
various contributions to uncertainty in the carbon cycle response to negative emissions 
based on the latest generation of ESMs. 

 
705: Move paragraph to section 4.2? 
Agreed and we have moved the paragraph and slightly modified the wording in the first 
two paragraphs of section 4.2 

 

 

 


