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Abstract. Our previous studies have shown that fire weather conditions in the Mediterranean and specifically over Greece are 10 

expected to become more severe with climate change, impling potential increases in burnt area. Here, we employ the Joint UK 

Land Environment Simulator (JULES) coupled with the INFERNO fire model driven by future climate projections from the 

UKESM1 model to investigate the repercussions of climate change and future vegetation changes on burnt area over Greece. 

We validate modelled burnt area against the satellite-derived GFED5 dataset, and find the model’s performance to be good, 

especially for the more fire-prone parts of the country in the south Greece. For future simulations, we use future climate data 15 

following three Shared Socioeconomic Pathways (SSPs), consisting of an optimistic climate change scenario where fossil fuel 

emissions peak and decline beyond 2020 (SSP126), a middle-of-the-road scenario (SSP370), and a pessimistic scenario where 

emissions continue to rise throughout the century (SSP8.5). Our results show increased burnt area in the future compared to 

the present-day period in response to overall hotter and drier climatological conditions. We use an additional JULES-

INFERNO simulation in which dynamic vegetation was activated, and find that it features smaller future burned area increases 20 

compared to our simulation with static present-day vegetation. For this dynamically changing vegetation simulation the 

greatest burnt area increases are found for southern Greece, due to higher future availability of flammable and heat-resistant 

needleleaf trees and the smallest decreases in agricultural areas of northern Greece due to a reduction in the aforementioned 

tree category. 

1 Introduction 25 

For some ecosystems, wildfires can have a positive impact serving as a catalyst for plant life regeneration (Lelieveld et al., 

2002; Littell et al., 2010). However, for the vulnerable ecosystems, wildfires can have devastating effects (Andela et al., 2018). 

Furthermore, wildfires can cause negative consequences when it comes to the atmospheric environment (Forkel et al., 2019; 

Voulgarakis and Field, 2015), human health (Chuvieco et al., 2018; Reid et al., 2016) and the economy (Nielsen-Pincus, 

Moseley, and Gebert 2014). In Mediterranean type of environments, future temperature increases and precipitation decreases 30 
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have been shown to lead to increased future fire danger  (Turco et al., 2018; Batllori1 et al., 2013). Specifically, for the area 

of Greece, which features a typical Mediterranean climate and Mediterranean ecosystems, our previous work has estimated 

that future climate change (e.g. temperature increases of 2 – 5 oC - Zittis et al., 2019), could lead to increases in future fire 

season length of up to a month for some areas (Rovithakis et al., 2022). The combination of increased drought frequency and 

intensity, coupled with rising temperatures, creates conditions highly conducive to larger and more severe fire events (Resco 35 

de Dios et al., 2022). Studying and understanding how future burnt area might evolve is important for providing insight into 

the potential future effects of wildfires. Apart from the better known impacts on infrastructure, ecosystems, air quality and 

health, fires can also affect local temperatures due to radiative forcing resulting from their emissions (M. G. Tosca, D. J. Diner, 

M.J.Garay 2014; Tosca, Randerson, and Zender 2013; Jiang et al. 2020). Moreover, wildfires’ ability to affect soil structure 

can cause enhancements in runoff thus increasing the future likelihood of flash flooding and further infrastructure destruction 40 

(Neary et al. 2012; Langmann et al. 2009; Pfister, Wiedinmyer, and Emmons 2008; Grillakis et al,. 2024). The Mediterranean 

basin and specifically Greece is one of the hot-spots of global climate change (Lelieveld et al., 2002; Lelieveld et al., 2001), 

while at the same time being in the crossroads of many different atmospheric pollution types such as fine anthropogenic 

aerosols and ozone precursors from Europe, desert dust from North Africa and the Middle East, and maritime aerosols from 

the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean (Kalivitis et al., 2007).  45 

Changes in landscape fragmentation and connectivity patterns are complex and vary depending on the specific area and drivers. 

While urban expansion and sprawl can contribute to land fragmentation (De Montis et al., 2017), other processes, particularly 

the abandonment of formerly utilized land, can lead to a decrease in fragmentation and an increase in landscape homogeneity 

as diverse land use types converge towards more uniform vegetation covers, such as dense shrublands or forests (Hill et al., 

2008).  On the other hand, fire suppression practices in the region can contribute to fuel accumulation over longer periods by 50 

preventing more frequent and less intense fires, leading to fuel build-up on abandoned agricultural lands (Salis et al., 2022). 

Future land use scenarios project varying changes in total agricultural land globally by 2100, including potential increases or 

decreases, depending on the specific pathway (Hurtt et al., 2011). Technological advances such as irrigation have historically 

led to the expansion of agriculture in some areas (Hill et al., 2008). In these human-influenced areas, fire can increase the 

landscape’s homogeneity thus increasing the extent of future burnt area (Loepfe et al., 2010).  55 

Other studies on the effects of land use/land cover changes on wildfires on a global level found decreasing fire emissions in 

response to harvested land cover change and increases in response to future climate change (Kloster et al., 2012). In the United 

States, in regions where urbanized areas replace forests and grasslands, it is expected that there will be increased surface 

temperature and vapour pressure deficit, along with reduced precipitation compared to the current land use/land cover pattern. 

Conversely, in regions where croplands replace forests, the opposite tendency is observed. These alterations in local and 60 

regional atmospheric conditions can result in extended fire season and more frequent and intense wildfires (Zhong et al., 2021; 

Bryant and Westerling, 2014). Mediterranean ecosystems, have experienced increased fire occurrence in response to changes 

in the agricultural/forest interface and urban/forest interface (Gallardo et al., 2016). The current study aims to predict potential 

future changes of burned area over Greece under different climate change scenarios using a fire-enabled dynamic global 
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vegetation model (DGVM), and the implications of using varying versus static land use for these predictions. This comparative 65 

approach allows for disentangling the direct climate-driven impacts on fire weather and flammability from those mediated by 

climate-induced shifts in vegetation composition and fuel availability. Such a distinction is insightful, as climate change can 

alter vegetation distributions, thereby changing fuel loads and types, which changes fire behaviour in ways that static vegetation 

approaches cannot capture (Rogers et al., 2020). Past studies (mainlyKarali et al., 2014, Di Giuseppe et al., 2020 and our recent 

work by Rovithakis et al., 2022) have relied on the use of fire danger indices (specifically FWI) for predicting future fire 70 

danger changes. The novelty of this work is that it utilizes a fire-enabled DGVM, so it can account for vegetation changes, 

along with the climate-driven fire changes. Additionally, the model can predict burned area changes, which is not a capability 

offered by fire danger indices used in past studies. 

2 Methodology 

2.1 Overview of JULES-INFERNO 75 

For this study, the JULES-INFERNO modelling system (Mangeon et al., 2016; Burton et al., 2019) was utilized to perform 

future burnt area estimates. The Joint UK Land Environment Simulator (JULES) is an advanced land surface model (LSM) 

developed to simulate the dynamics of terrestrial hydrology, vegetation, carbon storage, and the surface exchange of water, 

energy, and carbon, as outlined by Clark et al. (2011). Moreover, JULES integrates the INteractive Fire and Emission 

algoRithm for Natural environments (INFERNO), which estimates fuel flammability based on a simplified fire count model 80 

influenced by monthly average temperature, relative humidity, fuel load, soil moisture and precipitation. That in conjunction 

with fire ignitions based on human population density and lightning strikes helps the model diagnose burnt area. Other weather 

variables such as wind speed are not as important when simulating the collective effect of multiple fires on large scales (grid-

scale level for regional studies in this case), as the core of fire occurrence probability is largely linked to moisture conditions 

and ignition sources (Pechony and Shindell 2009). Observational evidence has shown fire size to be strongly linked to land 85 

cover (Chuvieco, Giglio, and Justice 2008; (Giglio, Randerson, and Van Der Werf 2013) so, specific average burnt area was 

assigned to each Plant Functional Type in order to ensure the model simulates larger fires in grasslands and shrublands 

compared to forests (Mangeon et al., 2016). This algorithm also considers human population density and lightning as sources 

of ignition. In INFERNO, upper soil moisture reflects the residual effects of past precipitation, which contrasts with immediate 

rainfall that acts as a quick fire suppressant. Traditional measures of vegetation density are replaced by a fuel load index reliant 90 

on leaf carbon and decomposable plant matter, or litter, including surface and canopy fuel which are estimated internally by 

JULES. INFERNO's ignition processes include variables for both anthropogenic and natural causes, specifically lightning, as 

detailed by Mangeon et al., (2016).  
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2.2 Plant functional types and fire response traits 

Within JULES, the TRIFFID (Top-down Representation of Interactive Foliage and Flora Including Dynamics) DGVM is 95 

integral for simulating the carbon cycle and the distribution of various plant functional types (PFTs) and their interactions, 

including growth, competition, and mortality, to assess how vegetation influences fire dynamics and vice versa (Burton et al., 

2019). Plant functional types (PFTs) are categories used in land surface and dynamic global vegetation models, such as 

TRIFFID, to represent vegetation types (Clark et al., 2011). Instead of representing individual plant species, PFTs group plants 

based on shared functional and structural characteristics. This approach allows models to represent vegetation heterogeneity 100 

within grid boxes in a computationally efficient way (Mathison et al., 2023). The main characteristics to define PFTs are the 

photosynthetic pathway to categorize them as C3 or C4; the phenology based on which they are classified as deciduous or 

evergreen; the life form based on which we have trees (broadleaf, needleleaf), shrubs, and grasses; the climate zone adaptation 

such as temperate or tropical for broadleaf evergreen trees; and land use/management based on which we have managed (crops, 

pasture) or natural. Managed PFTs such as crops might be treated differently, for instance, assumed not to be nitrogen limited 105 

with litter removed as a simple representation of harvest (Burton et al., 2019).  

When fires cause vegetation mortality, TRIFFID tracks the impact on biomass and carbon stocks, while modelling post-fire 

regrowth that alters future fuel availability and potential fire behaviour (Mathison et al., 2023). TRIFFID also accounts for 

fire-climate interactions by incorporating factors like temperature, humidity, and soil moisture, which influence vegetation 

flammability and fire spread across different PFTs under varying climate conditions (Burton et al., 2019). In JULES-INFERNO 110 

simulations with static vegetation cover, prescribed vegetation types typically represent a predefined distribution of plant 

functional types (PFTs) across the landscape. This setup contrasts with dynamic vegetation models like TRIFFID, where 

vegetation can change in response to climate and fire feedbacks. In a static vegetation setup, the vegetation cover is assigned 

based on observed or assumed conditions and does not change over time.  

Each PFT is associated with unique fire response traits (e.g., flammability, fuel load) (Mangeon et al., 2016; Mathison et al., 115 

2023). INFERNO calculates the rate of burning, represented as the fraction of gridbox burned per second (s−1), by multiplying 

the flammability of vegetation by the ignition rate (ignitions per kilometer per second) and the average burned area per fire. 

This calculation yields a fractional burning rate across the gridbox rather than tracking individual fires. Ignitions are treated as 

a continuous rate per unit distance and time, meaning that ignition events are not discrete but constant within each time step. 

This is important in order to determine how the increase in fire occurrence, burnt area, and fire season length are driven by 120 

climate-induced changes in vegetation flammability as opposed to climate-induced changes in vegetation dynamics. 

Consequently, this ignition rate is scaled by vegetation flammability to determine the frequency of fires. The burning rate 

across the gridbox is then calculated by multiplying the fire initiation rate by the average area burned per fire, resulting in a 

burning fraction per second across the grid area (Mangeon et al., 2016).  

Output files from JULES-INFERNO include information for various classes representing distinct land cover types and 125 

vegetation functional types. For instance, variable ‘evgndltr’ denotes the total evergreen needle leaf trees along with the litter 
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(fallen leaves and needles) associated with them. The class ‘evgbdltr’ indicates the evergreen broadleaf trees including their 

associated litter. ‘C4grass’ refers to grasses utilizing the C4 photosynthetic pathway, typically found in warmer climates and 

more efficient in photosynthesis under high temperatures and intense light than C3 grasses. Conversely, ‘C3grass’ represents 

grasses using the C3 photosynthetic pathway, which are more prevalent in cooler, wetter environments and less efficient under 130 

high temperatures and light conditions compared to C4 grasses. ‘C4crop’ signifies crops that follow the C4 photosynthetic 

pathway, resembling C4 grasses in their efficiency under high-temperature and light conditions. ‘C3crop’ pertains to crops 

employing the C3 photosynthetic pathway, common in cooler, wetter environments, and less efficient under high temperatures 

and light compared to C4 crops.  ‘Dcdndltr’ represents the total deciduous needleleaf trees including litter associated with 

these trees. ‘Dcdcldbdltr’ representing the total deciduous broadleaf trees including litter associated with these trees and the 135 

‘total’ representing the total vegetation, including all the different types of vegetation classes (Best et al., 2011; Clark et al., 

2011; Mangeon et al., 2016).  

2.3 Input data 

Our simulation domain covers the entire globe, which then was cropped over the Greek domain to keep consistent Boundary 

Conditions, with a resolution of 0.5o. The simulations cover three 10-year periods, i.e. a reference period (1980-1990) and two 140 

future ones (2030-2040 and 2080-2090)   based on UKESM1-0-LL (which is the model from which future climate projections 

were taken) and on 3 future climate Shared Socioeconomic Pathways experiments (ssp126, ssp370 and ssp585). For these 

simulations, we utilized the advanced land surface model JULES (Joint UK Land Environment Simulator) configuration (u-

cc669 at vn6.2) used in the Inter-Sectoral Impact Model Intercomparison Project (ISIMIP) 3b, in conjunction with the 

ISIMIP3b prescribed data at 0.5o (Stefan and Büchner 2024), ), but without the dynamic vegetation model TRIFFID in order 145 

to compare it with equivalent JULES-INFERNO simulations involving dynamic vegetation which have already been 

performed for ISIMIP3b. Comparison of our fixed-vegetation simulations with the ISIMIP simulations, will isolate the role of 

climate-driven flammability changes from the role of climate-driven dynamic vegetation changes (including the effects of 

future fire on vegetation) in driving future burned area changes in the area of Greece. 

2.4 Model evaluation 150 

For model evaluation purposes, we performed two additional simulations (one with and one without dynamic vegetation) for 

the recent observational period (2004-2019). These simulations are driven by observation-based reanalysis weather variables 

used in the ISIMIP3a modelling experiment. The simulated burnt area from these simulations was validated against the GFED5 

observation-based burnt area dataset for the same period as the observations. This period was chosen in order to be in line with 

Y. Chen et al., (2023), as they found data from this period to be more consistent since both MODIS Terra and Aqua data were 155 

available. GFED5 is the newest version of the Global Fire Emissions Database, which uses the Terra and Aqua combined 

monthly burned area product (MCD64A1) as the base for calculating the 2001–2020 burned area, in combination with the 

fine-resolution burned area images from the program of Earth observation satellites such as Landsat or Sentinel-2 and MODIS 
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active fire data (Chen et al., 2023). Other studies have found that JULES-INFERNO shows realistic vegetation and burn 

dynamics with strong spatial performance (Burton et al., 2019; Hantson et al., 2020) whilst capturing burnt-area trends 160 

(Mathison et al., 2023) 

2.5 Calculation of burnt area and Fire Weather Index 

To create the distribution of burnt area change for Figure 4, burnt area INFERNO outputs (monthly averaged from daily values) 

representing a reference period (1980-1990) and future periods (2030-2040 and 2080-2090) under different Shared 

Socioeconomic Pathways (SSP126, SSP370, SSP585) were cropped over the Greek domain. The change in BA was calculated 165 

by subtracting the "past" burnt area from each future scenario's burnt area. These change values are then flattened into one-

dimensional arrays and binned into predefined size categories (e.g., -1 to 0 km², 0 to 1 km² change). The final figure is a 

grouped bar chart where each group of bars corresponds to a BA change bin, and individual bars within the group show the 

frequency (number of instances/grid cells) of that change magnitude for the different SSP scenarios and future decades, 

allowing comparison of how BA is projected to change under varying future conditions. 170 

Figure 6(b) was made by calculating the spatial average yearly FWI values from the regional climate models (RCMs) used in 

our previous study (Rovithakis et al., 2022) for the fire season and that was done for each of the three 10-year time periods 

and for every RCP scenario separately. Since these are country wide averages, an increase by one EFFIS fire danger class is 

considered to be a drastic change. That way the potential severity in fire danger is better understood. A similar procedure were 

followed for JULES-INFERNO modelled burnt area. The burnt area projections were generated using the JULES-INFERNO 175 

model driven by climate inputs corresponding to specific Shared Socioeconomic Pathways (SSPs) (i.e., SSP126, SSP370, 

SSP585) (O’Neill et al., 2016), which are coupled with Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs) to define the overall 

climate forcing (Moss et al., 2010; van Vuuren et al., 2011). The Fire Weather Index (FWI) data is directly derived from 

climate model outputs forced by these RCPs (RCP2.6, RCP4.5, RCP8.5). Therefore, this comparison is valid as it examines 

the relationship between a direct climate-driven fire danger metric (FWI) and a fire impact metric (BA) under consistent 180 

underlying climate change projections, allowing to assess the influence of similar climatic shifts on both fire weather and 

resultant burnt area  (Liu, Stanturf, and Goodrick 2010).  

 

3 Results 

3.1 Model performance 185 

We first examined the performance of JULES-INFERNO in terms of simulating burnt area against GFED5 observations for 

years 2004-2019. For this comparison, atmospheric forcings from observation-based reanalysis GSWP3-W5E5 climate forcing 

part of the Inter-Sectoral Impact Model Intercomparison Project (ISIMIP3a) from the ‘obsclim’ climate experiment available 

in the ISIMIP Repository Lange et al. (2023) were utilised as input data to calculate burnt area in the simulation with static 
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vegetation, while archived burnt area output from ISIMIP3a (Burton et al., 2024) was obtained for the corresponding 190 

simulation with dynamically changing vegetation.  

Even though there are disagreements of the JULES-INFERNO simulations when compared to the GFED5 observations, the 

former can still capture the general burnt area behaviour with an acceptable correlation for the majority of the areas in the 

Greek domain as seen in Figure 1 panels a and b, especially for the southern parts of the country. This level of performance, 

capturing general trends while exhibiting regional variations in accuracy, is common in large-scale fire modelling studies when 195 

compared against satellite-derived products like GFED5 (Kloster et al., 2012; Mangeon et al., 2016). These two panels feature 

similar correlation patterns, with panel b representing the correlation with dynamically changing vegetation being slightly 

worse as also seen in Figure 1c, which shows the difference between results for dynamic minus static vegetation. That can be 

attributed to the additional degree of freedom in the dynamic vegetation simulation. The simulation with prescribed static 

vegetation uses land cover observations to constrain the vegetation quantities, and since during the relatively short period of 200 

2004-2019 the vegetation remains fairly steady, that simulation has slightly better correlation. The simulation with dynamic 

vegetation involves an additional uncertainty that leads to a departure from the true state, and the consequent bias.  A limiting 

factor is that fire models (such as JULES-INFERNO) only rely on weather conditions and vegetation quantities to calculate 

burnt area, without any information on actual fire ignitions, a factor that is impossible to predict, due to its stochastic nature. 

This, in turn, makes it impossible to predict e.g. the extremely high 2007 actual burnt area seen Figure 1 panel (d) to its full 205 

extent. This limitation regarding ignition and the precise replication of individual extreme events is a well-documented 

challenge (Mangeon et al., 2016). While models can simulate the potential for large fires under conducive weather, the exact 

timing and location of ignitions, and the subsequent fire spread influenced by fine-scale factors, are often beyond their scope 

without direct assimilation of ignition data.  However, still, the tendency for increased burnt areas in years such as 2007 is 

indeed captured by the model.   210 
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Figure 1. Panels (a) and (b) show the temporal correlation (generated from monthly means) between GFED5 and JULES-INFERNO 

burnt area over Greece, for the simulation with static vegetation cover and the simulation with dynamically changing, respectively. 

Panel (c) shows the difference between the two correlations (panel (b) - (a)). Panel (d) shows comparison of annual average data for 

all years for the domain-wide spatial average, between the GFED observations and the simulated burnt areas with static and 215 
dynamically changing vegetation cover. 

 

3.2 Future changes and climatic drivers 

 
Figures 2 and 3 (top panels) show the future changes of burnt area for the 2030-2040 period and for the 2080-2090 period, 220 

respectively. For the first experiment with static vegetation, the only factors that can influence burnt area are the climatological 

conditions. Future changes in these variables for the various scenarios are presented in the 2nd to 4th rows of panels in Figures 

2 and 3.  
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Daily values of the decade 1980-1990 were subtracted from the daily values of 2030-2040 for figure 2 and similarly from 

2080-2090 for figure 3 which showed that burnt area is projected to increase for all areas in Greece in the distant future when 225 

compared to the reference period for all future scenarios except for the optimistic SSP126, which projects a small decrease for 

some areas of up to 0.1 km2. A similar pattern as that for the SSP126 distant future panel emerges for all SSP scenarios for 

the near future (panels a1-c1). Out of the panels (a1-c2) we see greater burnt area increases mainly in eastern continental 

Greece. Those increases get more pronounced in the distant future for SSP370 and SSP585 (b2-c2) reaching up to 2.5 km2 

additional burnt area compared to the reference period, which corresponds to an average 200% increase for those larger burnt 230 

areas. The magnitude of these increases, particularly under higher emission scenarios like SSP585, show the potential for 

substantial exacerbation of fire regimes, a result also found in studies projecting future fire danger across the Mediterranean 

basin (Kloster et al., 2012; Voulgarakis and Field, 2015).  

When it comes to the drivers of burnt area change, we see that while temperature does generally increase in the country, panels 

(d1-f2) do not follow the east west divide present in burnt area changes seen in the top panels of Figures 2 and 3. Instead, it 235 

demonstrates a latitudinal gradient with higher temperature changes of up to 9 oC occurring in northern Greece, explaining the 

somewhat boosted increases of burnt area in that area for all periods and scenarios. The pronounced warming, especially in 

northern Greece, directly contributes to increased fuel aridity and flammability, a key mechanism by which climate change 

influences fire activity. This strong temperature signal which is a primary driver of future fire risk is a recurrent theme in 

regional climate impact assessments  (Zittis et al., 2019) 240 

The relatively minor distant future burnt area decreases in SSP126 in parts of western Greece (panel a2) can be explained by 

the domination of wetter conditions in the corresponding areas since this scenario is the most optimistic one and features more 

precipitation (panels g2 and j2, respectively). This underlines the potential benefits of strong climate mitigation efforts in 

moderating future wildfire risk. 

However, overall, the changes in precipitation panels (j1-l1, j2-l2) are relatively small and thus appear to contribute little to 245 

the burnt area changes. One example of that small contribution can be seen in panel l2 where under the most pessimistic 

scenario the northeastern edge of Greece is projected to experience more precipitation, but also increases in burnt area seen in 

panel c2.  

Soil moisture is an additional metric that is being influenced by weather conditions. Precipitation directly adds water to the 

soil, making it the most immediate and obvious factor affecting soil moisture levels. Temperature plays a crucial role as higher 250 

temperatures increase the rate of evaporation from the soil and transpiration from plants, both of which reduce soil moisture 

and increase vegetation flammability. Additionally, atmospheric humidity levels, which are influenced by temperature and 

precipitation patterns, affect soil moisture through their impact on evaporation rates. All those effects from these weather 

parameters are reflected in panels (m1-o1) and (m2-p2) as northern and central Greece appears to have the greatest decrease 

in soil moisture as a response to drier weather conditions in those areas.  255 
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Figure 2. Decadal mean burned area and climate variable changes for the three SSP scenarios between the near future and the 

reference period (panels a1-l1). Burnt area differences are shown in the 1st row. Temperature differences in 2nd row. Relative 260 
humidity differences in 3rd row. Daily precipitation differences in 4th row. Soil moisture differences in 5th row. 
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Figure 3. Decadal mean burned area and climate variable changes for the three SSP scenarios between the near future and the 

reference period (panels a2-l2). Burnt area differences shown in 1st row. Temperature differences in 2nd row. Relative humidity 

differences in 3rd row. Daily precipitation differences in 4th row. Soil moisture differences in 5th row. 265 
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3.3 Analysing fire size changes and comparison with FWI results  

 
To better understand the changes in burnt area, we estimated changes for different sizes of burnt area from model output as 

described in 2.5. In Figure 4 it is evident that the majority of the burnt area changes in Greece fall in the 0-1 km² bin, across 

all scenarios and periods, suggesting that most areas will see little to no change in burnt area size. 270 

Also, a substantial number of instances is represented by the small burnt area reduction bin (-1-0 km²). In that category, the 

number of instances is dominated by the SSP126 scenario as it suggests that climate mitigation efforts and lower emissions 

can lead to a reduction in the areas burnt by wildfires. 

The instances with higher burnt area bins (1-2 km², 2-3 km² and 3-4 km²) follow a similar pattern in the higher emission 

scenarios SSP585 and SSP370 for the late century (2080-2090). Especially concerning is the presence of around 1000 275 

additional individual instances across Greece in the timespan of 10 years (2080-2090) with burnt area of 4 km² larger than in 

the reference period (1980-1990). This emphasizes the potential exacerbation of wildfire activity under high greenhouse gas 

emissions, which could lead to more extensive and possibly more destructive wildfires. 

 
Figure 4. Distribution of burnt area size changes under different SSP Scenarios for future periods (2030-2040 and 2080-2090) 280 
compared to the reference period (1980-1990). 
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The distribution of the areas mostly affected by high burnt area events greater than 12 km² corresponding to the 99th percentile 

of all burnt area values during the reference period 1980-1990 can be seen in Figure 5. Panels a, b, and c show a clear pattern 

for the most affected areas to be in eastern continental Greece, with the most pessimistic future scenario (SSP585) showcasing 285 

the highest extent of the areas, with up to 100 additional individual events with burnt area greater than 12 km² during the two 

future decades 2030-2040 and 2080-2090, compared to the reference period 1980-1990. 

In the monthly burnt area frequency analysis, it can be observed that the number of high burnt area events in the period 2080-

2090 (panel e) practically doubles compared to the period 2030-2040 (panel d). The highest frequency of those catastrophic 

events occurs in July (7th month) and August (8th month) across all scenarios. It is notable to mention that even though all 290 

climatic scenarios in the period 2030-2040 do not predict any high burnt area events in May and September, this behaviour 

completely changes in the period 2080-2090 for all emission scenarios (except for SSP126), with September featuring 20 more 

high burnt area events across Greece. May, on the other hand, does not demonstrate any sizeable changes. That potential 

increase in catastrophic events towards the end of the fire season is in line with the findings from our previous study using the 

FWI instead of a fire model (Rovithakis et al. 2022), where we showed that the fire season length is expected to increase by 295 

up to a month, with a future October resembling a present-day September. 



14 

 

 
Figure 5. Frequency of high burned area (BA) events greater than the 99th percentile of the reference period in Greece under 

different SSP scenarios. Panels a, b, and c show the spatial distribution of the difference of the frequency of high BA events between 

the periods 2030-2040 and 2080-2090 under SSP126, SSP370, and SSP585 scenarios, respectively. Panels (d) and (e) display the 300 
temporal distribution of the frequency of high BA events per month aggregated for all of Greece for the periods 2030-2040 and 2080-

2090 respectively under the same SSP scenarios.  
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By temporally averaging the burnt area results for all SSP scenarios for the reference (1981-1990) and the two future periods 

(2031-2040 and 2081-2090), we qualitatively compare them with the Canadian Fire Weather Index (FWI) results from our 

previous study (Rovithakis et al. 2022) for the equivalent time periods (Figure 6). A similar pattern of changes can be seen, 305 

with the reference period showing the smallest changes, the distant future in SSP585 showing the greatest changes, and the 

rest of the cases showing changes with magnitudes in between. This agreement between FWI-based results and results coming 

from a full-on fire model demonstrates the FWI’s good skill in terms of capturing future burnt area tendencies as seen in Figure 

6.  

 310 
Figure 6. Boxplots showing the evolution of burnt area for the three SSP scenarios using JULES-INFERNO (panel a), compared to 

the FWI for the same time periods as calculated from our previous study (Rovithakis et al. 2022) (panel b).  
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3.4 The role of static vs dynamic vegetation 315 

 
Subsequently, we compare the changes between the distant future and the near-future [(2081-2090) – (2031-2040)] in the 

simulations with dynamic versus static vegetation in terms of burnt area (Figure 7). We do not compare with the reference 

period used in previous sections (1980-1990), as the years corresponding to it were not included in the pre-existing ISIMIP3b 

simulation featuring dynamic vegetation (which, started from year 2015).  320 

Comparing Figure 7 panels (a-c) with (d-f), two main features become apparent:  1) that future burnt area is decreasing in some 

areas in northern Greece when including dynamic instead of static vegetation, and 2) that the opposite is true for southern 

Greece, where burnt area is projected to increase slightly everywhere. The decreases in burnt area in northern Greece with 

dynamic vegetation (panels g-i) could imply a climate-induced shift towards less flammable vegetation types or changes in 

fuel continuity, while increases in the south suggest either the persistence or expansion of fire-prone vegetation or an 325 

exacerbation of fire conditions in already flammable landscapes which is in line with (Loepfe et al., 2010). 

To explain the difference in burnt area patterns between panels (b-c) and (e-f), the carbon mass availability in different 

vegetation types was examined for a rectangular region representing the areas with the largest difference in panel (i) 

corresponding to northern Greece (‘NG’) and another region representing the areas with the smallest difference in panel (i) 

corresponding to southern Greece (‘SG’) (Figure 8, panels a-f).  330 

Figure 8 panels (a-f) show the trends of biomass in different types of grass and trees. The latter demonstrate a longer periodicity 

than grass types since forests have a greater resilience to yearly weather fluctuations. The NG areas with the the most 

pronounced increase in burnt area show a decreasing tendency in evergreen needleleaf trees (black line) as seen in Figure 8 

panels (a-c). On the other hand, SG areas not only show a small increasing tendency in the same type of evergreen needleleaf 

trees, which is a drought resistant vegetation category, but also have the evergreen broadleaf trees (red line) as the second 335 

highest carbon mass, showing an increasing tendency and explaining why the dynamic vegetation burnt area increases in SG 

areas in Figure 7 panels (e-f). Similar projections of evergreen needleleaf and broadleaf trees (which are flammable and adapted 

to heat) showing the strongest and most dominating response to severe drought were also found for other Mediterranean 

countries (Fang et al., 2021). This shows how climate change can favour certain vegetation types that, in turn, influence future 

fire susceptibility, creating important ecosystem feedbacks which was also found by Burton et al., (2019) 340 
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Figure 7. Burnt Area differences between distant future and near future from the simulation with static 

vegetation for the 3 SSP scenarios panels (a-c). Burnt area differences between distant future and near 345 

future from the simulation with dynamic vegetation for the 3 SSP scenarios panels (d-f). Panels (g-i) 

show burnt area differences between the simulation with static and dynamic vegetation. The rectangles 

in panel (i) define the two areas (NG and SG) within the domain the feature the strongest positive and 
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negative differences when activating dynamic vegetation. 

 350 
Figure 8. To explain the differences in Figure 7 for the areas NG and SG, panels (a-f) show comparisons of JULES carbon mass in 

different vegetation types for the years 2015-2100 taken from the ISIMIP3b simulation for each of the three SSP scenarios, averaged 

for northern Greece (NG, top row) and for southern Greece (SG bottom row). The vegetation types shown are: Evgndltr (evergreen 

needleleaf trees), Evgbdltr (evergreen broadleaf trees), C3grass (cool-climate grass, less efficient photosynthesis), C4grass (warm-

climate grass, efficient photosynthesis), Dcdcldbdltr (deciduous broadleaf trees), C3crop (cooler climate crops, less efficient under 355 
high temperatures), C4crop (heat-tolerant crops), Dcdndltr (deciduous needleleaf trees) , and Total (total carbon mass in vegetation). 
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4 Conclusions 

The present study evaluated future burnt area changes in Greece under future climate conditions, using a fire model (JULES-

INFERNO) with static vegetation and with dynamic vegetation. The historical model-simulated burnt area with static and 

dynamically changing vegetation was evaluated against GFED5 observations. It was found that overall, the two simulations 360 

can capture the general characteristics of the observed burnt area, even though years with anomalously high burnt area cannot 

be captured in full due to the lack of real fire ignition data in such simulations.  

Future climate change plays a crucial role in shaping future wildfire activity. While a substantial portion of areas may remain 

stable in terms of burning, there are 1000 individual wildfire events with 4 km² larger burnt area under high emission scenarios. 

This highlights the importance of climate mitigation efforts to reduce emissions and the associated impacts on wildfire regimes. 365 

Additionally, the areas experiencing the highest frequency of large wildfire events are distributed mainly in eastern continental 

Greece. Thus, these areas need even better fire management strategies and preparedness measures. Additionally, an extension 

of the fire season has been seen in our future results, particularly due to significant burnt area increases for the month of 

September. 

When the simulation results with static vegetation for the two future periods as seen in Figure 7 panels b and c were spatially 370 

averaged projected increases of average burnt area of 0.8 km2 for the entire domain on average, with the highest values of up 

to 2.5 km2 in the eastern continental Greece. This is driven by drier climatological conditions in this region in the distant 

future, with temperature changes of up to 9 oC, up to 10% lower relative humidity, and slightly reduced precipitation. When 

burnt area is solely calculated on climatological conditions, it was found that the FWI index can reflect similar changes. On 

the other hand, allowing the vegetation to change dynamically led to a smaller overall distant future burnt area change of 0.3 375 

km2 on average for the entire domain since fire is no longer igniting in areas already burnt, as well as decreases of up to 0.02 

km2 for the main agricultural areas of Greece. Those burnt area decreases were due to the decreases of needleleaf trees, as this 

type of vegetation represents the majority of carbon mass. 

Our study is subject to certain limitations. There is a wide diversity between different estimates of BA between GFED5 and 

MCD64A1, or FireCCI. When compared to GFED5, whilst our two model simulations manage to capture the overall trend, 380 

there is also a bias mainly due to the inevitable lack of realistic fire ignition data leading to a less accurate depiction of reality. 

Therefore, more studies of this kind are warranted in the future. Nevertheless, our study demonstrates the threat for increased 

burnt area in Greece in the future, as well as a clear potential influence of vegetation changes in shaping the future trends in 

burning. 

Author contribution 385 

Anastasios Rovithakis: Formal analysis, Investigation, Methodology, Software, Visualization, Writing – original draft 

preparation;  

Eleanor Burke and Chantelle Burton: Data curation;  

Matthew Kasoar, Manolis G. Grillakis and Konstantinos D. Seiradakis: Writing – review & editing;  



20 

 

Apostolos Voulgarakis: Conceptualization, Funding acquisition, Methodology, Project administration, Resources, 390 

Supervision, Validation, Writing – review & editing; 

Acknowledgments 

This research was funded by the Leverhulme Centre for Wildfires, Environment, and Society through the Leverhulme Trust 

(grant number RC-2018-023). AV has also been supported by the AXA Research Fund (project ‘AXA Chair in Wildfires and 

Climate’) and by the Hellenic Foundation for Research and Innovation (Grant ID 3453). The present work was supported by 395 

the project "Support the upgrading of the operation of the National Network on Climate Change (CLIMPACT)" of the General 

Secretariat of Research and Technology under Grant "2023NA11900001" and by the framework of the National Recovery and 

Resilience Plan Greece 2.0, funded by the European Union – NextGenerationEU (Implementation body: HFRI; Project 

number: 015155).  

Data availability 400 

The data to recreate the findings of this study are openly available at the following URL/DOI:  

Input weather variables:  

Hisotrical: https://data.isimip.org/10.48364/ISIMIP.982724.2 

Future: https://data.isimip.org/search/tree/ISIMIP3b/InputData/climate/atmosphere/ukesm1-0-ll/ 

GFED5 Burnt Area observations:  405 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7668423  

JULES-INFERNO ISIMIP3a burnt area data: 

https://data.isimip.org/10.48364/ISIMIP.446106  

The JULES code used in these experiments is available for non-commercial use on the JULES trunk from version 4.8 (revision 

6925) onwards. The rose suite used for these experiments is u-cc669 at vn6.2 (located in the repository at 410 

trac/rosesu/log/a/p/8/4/5 r69824). Both the suite and the JULES code are available on the JULES FCM repository: 

https://code.metoffice.gov.uk/trac/jules (registration required). 

Conflict of interest 

The authors declare no competing financial interests. 

References 415 

Andela, Niels, Douglas C. Morton, Louis Giglio, Ronan Paugam, Yang Chen, Stijn Hantson, Guido R. van der Werf, and 

James T. Randerson. 2018. “The Global Fire Atlas of Individual Fire Size, Duration, Speed, and Direction.” Earth System 

Science Data Discussions, no. August 2018: 1–28. https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-2018-89. 

Batllori1, Enric, Marc-Andre Parisien, Meg A. Krawchuk, and Max A. Moritz. 2013. “Climate Change‐induced Shifts in Fire 

for Mediterranean Ecosystems.” Global Ecology and Biogeography 22: 1118–1129. 420 

https://data.isimip.org/search/tree/ISIMIP3b/InputData/climate/atmosphere/ukesm1-0-ll/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7668423
https://code.metoffice.gov.uk/trac/jules


21 

 

Best, M. J., M. Pryor, D. B. Clark, G. G. Rooney, R .L. H. Essery, C. B. Ménard, J. M. Edwards, et al. 2011. “The Joint UK 

Land Environment Simulator (JULES), Model Description – Part 1: Energy and Water Fluxes.” Geoscientific Model 

Development 4 (3): 677–99. https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-4-677-2011. 

Bryant, Benjamin P., and Anthony L. Westerling. 2014. “Scenarios for Future Wildfire Risk in California: Links between 

Changing Demography, Land Use, Climate, and Wildfire.” Environmetrics 25 (6): 454–71. 425 

https://doi.org/10.1002/env.2280. 

Burton, Chantelle, Richard Betts, Manoel Cardoso, R. Ted Feldpausch, Anna Harper, Chris D. Jones, Douglas I. Kelley, Eddy 

Robertson, and Andy Wiltshire. 2019. “Representation of Fire, Land-Use Change and Vegetation Dynamics in the Joint 

UK Land Environment Simulator Vn4.9 (JULES).” Geoscientific Model Development 12 (1): 179–93. 

https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-12-179-2019. 430 

Burton, Chantelle, Li Fang, Stijn Hantson, Matthew Forrest, Anna Bradley, Eleanor Burke, Jinfeng Chang, et al. 2024. 

“ISIMIP3a Simulation Data from the Fire Sector.” ISIMIP Repository. https://doi.org/10.48364/ISIMIP.446106. 

Chen, Yang, Joanne Hall, Dave Van Wees, Niels Andela, Stijn Hantson, Louis Giglio, Guido R. Van Der Werf, Douglas C. 

Morton, and James T. Randerson. 2023. “Multi-Decadal Trends and Variability in Burned Area from the Fifth Version 

of the Global Fire Emissions Database (GFED5).” Earth System Science Data 15 (11): 5227–59. 435 

https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-15-5227-2023. 

Chuvieco, Emilio, Louis Giglio, and Chris Justice. 2008. “Global Characterization of Fire Activity: Toward Defining Fire 

Regimes from Earth Observation Data.” Global Change Biology 14 (7): 1488–1502. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-

2486.2008.01585.x. 

Chuvieco, Emilio, Joshua Lizundia-Loiola, Maria Lucrecia Pettinari, Ruben Ramo, Marc Padilla, Kevin Tansey, Florent 440 

Mouillot, et al. 2018. “Generation and Analysis of a New Global Burned Area Product Based on MODIS 250 m 

Reflectance Bands and Thermal Anomalies.” Earth System Science Data 10 (4): 2015–31. https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-

10-2015-2018. 

Clark, D. B., L. M. Mercado, S. Sitch, C. D. Jones, N. Gedney, M. J. Best, M. Pryor, et al. 2011. “The Joint UK Land 

Environment Simulator (JULES), Model Description – Part 2: Carbon Fluxes and Vegetation Dynamics.” Geoscientific 445 

Model Development 4 (3): 701–22. https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-4-701-2011. 

Fang, Wei, Chuixiang Yi, Deliang Chen, Peipei Xu, George Hendrey, Nir Krakauer, Katherine Jensen, et al. 2021. “Hotter 

and Drier Climate Made the Mediterranean Europe and Northern Africa Region a Shrubbier Landscape.” Oecologia 197 

(4): 1111–26. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-021-05041-3. 

Forkel, Matthias, Wouter Dorigo, Gitta Lasslop, Emilio Chuvieco, Stijn Hantson, Angelika Heil, Irene Teubner, Kirsten 450 

Thonicke, and Sandy P. Harrison. 2019. “Recent Global and Regional Trends in Burned Area and Their Compensating 

Environmental Controls.” Environmental Research Communications 1 (5). https://doi.org/10.1088/2515-7620/ab25d2. 

Gallardo, Marta, Israel Gómez, Lara Vilar, Javier Martínez-Vega, and Maria Pilar Martín. 2016. “Impacts of Future Land 

Use/Land Cover on Wildfire Occurrence in the Madrid Region (Spain).” Regional Environmental Change 16 (4): 1047–

61. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10113-015-0819-9. 455 

Giglio, Louis, James T. Randerson, and Guido R. Van Der Werf. 2013. “Analysis of Daily, Monthly, and Annual Burned Area 

Using the Fourth-Generation Global Fire Emissions Database (GFED4).” Journal of Geophysical Research: 

Biogeosciences 118 (1): 317–28. https://doi.org/10.1002/jgrg.20042. 

Giuseppe, Francesca Di, Claudia Vitolo, Blazej Krzeminski, Christopher Barnard, Pedro MacIel, and Jesus San-Miguel. 2020. 

“Fire Weather Index: The Skill Provided by the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts Ensemble 460 

Prediction System.” Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences 20 (8): 2365–78. https://doi.org/10.5194/nhess-20-

2365-2020. 

Hantson, Stijn, Douglas I. Kelley, Almut Arneth, Sandy P. Harrison, Sally Archibald, Dominique Bachelet, Matthew Forrest, 

et al. 2020. “Quantitative Assessment of Fire and Vegetation Properties in Simulations with Fire-Enabled Vegetation 

Models from the Fire Model Intercomparison Project.” Geoscientific Model Development 13 (7): 3299–3318. 465 

https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-13-3299-2020. 

Hill, J., M. Stellmes, Th Udelhoven, A. Röder, and S. Sommer. 2008. “Mediterranean Desertification and Land Degradation. 

Mapping Related Land Use Change Syndromes Based on Satellite Observations.” Global and Planetary Change 64 (3–

4): 146–57. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloplacha.2008.10.005. 

Hurtt, G. C., L. P. Chini, S. Frolking, R. A. Betts, J. Feddema, G. Fischer, J. P. Fisk, et al. 2011. “Harmonization of Land-Use 470 



22 

 

Scenarios for the Period 1500-2100: 600 Years of Global Gridded Annual Land-Use Transitions, Wood Harvest, and 

Resulting Secondary Lands.” Climatic Change 109 (1): 117–61. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10584-011-0153-2. 

Jiang, Yiquan, Xiu Qun Yang, Xiaohong Liu, Yun Qian, Kai Zhang, Minghuai Wang, Fang Li, Yong Wang, and Zheng Lu. 

2020. “Impacts of Wildfire Aerosols on Global Energy Budget and Climate: The Role of Climate Feedbacks.” Journal 

of Climate 33 (8): 3351–66. https://doi.org/10.1175/JCLI-D-19-0572.1. 475 

Kalivitis, N., E. Gerasopoulos, M. Vrekoussis, G. Kouvarakis, N. Kubilay, N. Hatzianastassiou, I. Vardavas, and N. 

Mihalopoulos. 2007. “Dust Transport over the Eastern Mediterranean Derived from Total Ozone Mapping Spectrometer, 

Aerosol Robotic Network, and Surface Measurements.” Journal of Geophysical Research Atmospheres 112 (3): 1–9. 

https://doi.org/10.1029/2006JD007510. 

Karali, A., M. Hatzaki, C. Giannakopoulos, A. Roussos, G. Xanthopoulos, and V. Tenentes. 2014. “Sensitivity and Evaluation 480 

of Current Fire Risk and Future Projections Due to Climate Change: The Case Study of Greece.” Natural Hazards and 

Earth System Sciences 14 (1): 143–53. https://doi.org/10.5194/nhess-14-143-2014. 

Kloster, S., N. M. Mahowald, J. T. Randerson, and P. J. Lawrence. 2012. “The Impacts of Climate, Land Use, and Demography 

on Fires during the 21st Century Simulated by CLM-CN.” Biogeosciences 9 (1): 509–25. https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-9-

509-2012. 485 

Langmann, Bärbel, Bryan Duncan, Christiane Textor, Jörg Trentmann, and Guido R. van der Werf. 2009. “Vegetation Fire 

Emissions and Their Impact on Air Pollution and Climate.” Atmospheric Environment 43 (1): 107–16. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2008.09.047. 

Lelieveld, J., H. Berresheim, S. Borrmann, P. J. Crutzen, F. J. Dentener, H. Fischer, J. Feichter, et al. 2002. “Global Air 

Pollution Crossroads over the Mediterranean.” Science 298 (5594): 794–99. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1075457. 490 

Lelieveld, J, P J Crutzen, V Ramanathan, M O Andreae, C A M Brenninkmeijer, T Campos, G R Cass, et al. 2001. “The Indian 

Ocean Experiment: Widespread Air Pollution from South and Southeast Asia.” Science 291 (5506): 1031–36. 

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1057103. 

Littell, Jeremy S., Elaine E. Oneil, Donald McKenzie, Jeffrey A. Hicke, James A. Lutz, Robert A. Norheim, and Marketa M. 

Elsner. 2010. “Forest Ecosystems, Disturbance, and Climatic Change in Washington State, USA.” Climatic Change 102 495 

(1–2): 129–58. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10584-010-9858-x. 

Liu, Yongqiang, John Stanturf, and Scott Goodrick. 2010. “Trends in Global Wildfire Potential in a Changing Climate.” Forest 

Ecology and Management 259 (4): 685–97. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2009.09.002. 

Loepfe, Lasse, Jordi Martinez-Vilalta, Jordi Oliveres, Josep Piñol, and Francisco Lloret. 2010. “Feedbacks between Fuel 

Reduction and Landscape Homogenisation Determine Fire Regimes in Three Mediterranean Areas.” Forest Ecology and 500 

Management 259 (12): 2366–74. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2010.03.009. 

M. G. Tosca, D. J. Diner, M.J.Garay, and O. V. Kalashnikova1. 2014. “JGR Atmospheres - 2014 - Tosca - Observational 

Evidence of Fire‐driven Reduction of Cloud Fraction in Tropical Africa.” 

Mangeon, Stéphane, Apostolos Voulgarakis, Richard Gilham, Anna Harper, Stephen Sitch, and Gerd Folberth. 2016. 

“INFERNO: A Fire and Emissions Scheme for the UK Met Office’s Unified Model.” Geoscientific Model Development 505 

9 (8): 2685–2700. https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-9-2685-2016. 

Mathison, Camilla, Eleanor Burke, Andrew J. Hartley, Douglas I. Kelley, Chantelle Burton, Eddy Robertson, Nicola Gedney, 

et al. 2023. “Description and Evaluation of the JULES-ES Set-up for ISIMIP2b.” Geoscientific Model Development 16 

(14): 4249–64. https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-16-4249-2023. 

Montis, Andrea De, Belén Martín, Emilio Ortega, Antonio Ledda, and Vittorio Serra. 2017. “Landscape Fragmentation in 510 

Mediterranean Europe: A Comparative Approach.” Land Use Policy 64: 83–94. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2017.02.028. 

Moss, Richard H., Jae A. Edmonds, Kathy A. Hibbard, Martin R. Manning, Steven K. Rose, Detlef P. van Vuuren, Timothy 

R. Carter, et al. 2010. “The next Generation of Scenarios for Climate Change Research and Assessment.” Nature 463 

(7282): 747–56. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature08823. 515 

Neary, Daniel G., Karen A. Koestner, Ann Youberg, and Peter E. Koestner. 2012. “Post-Fire Rill and Gully Formation, Schultz 

Fire 2010, Arizona, USA.” Geoderma 191: 97–104. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2012.01.016. 

Nielsen-Pincus, Max, Cassandra Moseley, and Krista Gebert. 2014. “Job Growth and Loss across Sectors and Time in the 

Western US: The Impact of Large Wildfires.” Forest Policy and Economics 38: 199–206. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2013.08.010. 520 



23 

 

O’Neill, Brian C., Claudia Tebaldi, Detlef P. Van Vuuren, Veronika Eyring, Pierre Friedlingstein, George Hurtt, Reto Knutti, 

et al. 2016. “The Scenario Model Intercomparison Project (ScenarioMIP) for CMIP6.” Geoscientific Model Development 

9 (9): 3461–82. https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-9-3461-2016. 

Pechony, O., and D. T. Shindell. 2009. “Fire Parameterization on a Global Scale.” Journal of Geophysical Research 

Atmospheres 114 (16): 1–10. https://doi.org/10.1029/2009JD011927. 525 

Pfister, G. G., C. Wiedinmyer, and L. K. Emmons. 2008. “Impacts of the Fall 2007 California Wildfires on Surface Ozone: 

Integrating Local Observations with Global Model Simulations.” Geophysical Research Letters 35 (19): 1–5. 

https://doi.org/10.1029/2008GL034747. 

Reid, Colleen E., Michael Brauer, Fay H. Johnston, Michael Jerrett, John R. Balmes, and Catherine T. Elliott. 2016. “Critical 

Review of Health Impacts of Wildfire Smoke Exposure.” Environmental Health Perspectives 124 (9): 1334–43. 530 

https://doi.org/10.1289/ehp.1409277. 

Resco de Dios, Víctor, Àngel Cunill Camprubí, Núria Pérez-Zanón, Juan Carlos Peña, Edurne Martínez del Castillo, Marcos 

Rodrigues, Yinan Yao, Marta Yebra, Cristina Vega-García, and Matthias M. Boer. 2022. “Convergence in Critical Fuel 

Moisture and Fire Weather Thresholds Associated with Fire Activity in the Pyroregions of Mediterranean Europe.” 

Science of the Total Environment 806 (November 2021). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2021.151462. 535 

Rogers, Brendan M., Jennifer K. Balch, Scott J. Goetz, Caroline E.R. Lehmann, and Merritt Turetsky. 2020. “Focus on 

Changing Fire Regimes: Interactions with Climate, Ecosystems, and Society.” Environmental Research Letters 15 (3). 

https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ab6d3a. 

Rovithakis, Anastasios, Manolis G Grillakis, Konstantinos D Seiradakis, and Christos Giannakopoulos. 2022. “Future Climate 

Change Impact on Wildfire Danger over the Mediterranean : The Case of Greece OPEN ACCESS Future Climate 540 

Change Impact on Wildfire Danger over the Mediterranean : The Case of Greece.” Environmental Research Letters 17: 

045022. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ac5f94. 

Salis, Michele, Liliana Del Giudice, Roghayeh Jahdi, Fermin Alcasena-Urdiroz, Carla Scarpa, Grazia Pellizzaro, Valentina 

Bacciu, et al. 2022. “Spatial Patterns and Intensity of Land Abandonment Drive Wildfire Hazard and Likelihood in 

Mediterranean Agropastoral Areas.” Land 11 (11). https://doi.org/10.3390/land11111942. 545 

Stefan, Lange, and Matthias Büchner. 2024. “ISIMIP3a Simulation Data from the Fire Sector.” ISIMIP Repository. 

https://doi.org/10.48364/ISIMIP.446106. 

Tosca, M. G., J. T. Randerson, and C. S. Zender. 2013. “Global Impact of Smoke Aerosols from Landscape Fires on Climate 

and the Hadley Circulation.” Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics 13 (10): 5227–41. https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-13-

5227-2013. 550 

Turco, Marco, Juan José Rosa-Cánovas, Joaquín Bedia, Sonia Jerez, Juan Pedro Montávez, Maria Carmen Llasat, and 

Antonello Provenzale. 2018. “Exacerbated Fires in Mediterranean Europe Due to Anthropogenic Warming Projected 

with Non-Stationary Climate-Fire Models.” Nature Communications 9 (1): 1–9. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-

06358-z. 

Voulgarakis, Apostolos, and Robert D. Field. 2015. “Fire Influences on Atmospheric Composition, Air Quality and Climate.” 555 

Current Pollution Reports 1 (2): 70–81. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40726-015-0007-z. 

Vuuren, Detlef P. van, Jae Edmonds, Mikiko Kainuma, Keywan Riahi, Allison Thomson, Kathy Hibbard, George C. Hurtt, et 

al. 2011. “The Representative Concentration Pathways: An Overview.” Climatic Change 109 (1): 5–31. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10584-011-0148-z. 

Zhong, Shiyuan, Ting Wang, Pietro Sciusco, Meicheng Shen, Lisi Pei, Jovanka Nikolic, Kevin McKeehan, et al. 2021. “Will 560 

Land Use Land Cover Change Drive Atmospheric Conditions to Become More Conducive to Wildfires in the United 

States?” International Journal of Climatology 41 (6): 3578–97. https://doi.org/10.1002/joc.7036. 

Zittis, George, Panos Hadjinicolaou, Marina Klangidou, Yiannis Proestos, and Jos Lelieveld. 2019. “A Multi-Model, Multi-

Scenario, and Multi-Domain Analysis of Regional Climate Projections for the Mediterranean.” Regional Environmental 

Change 19 (8): 2621–35. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10113-019-01565-w. 565 

 


