Subject: Request for Correction of Unit Error in Manuscript

Dear Editor,

I hope this message finds you well.

During the proofreading stage of our manuscript, we noticed that the unit for Leaf Area Index (LAI) was incorrectly submitted as m⁻² m⁻² instead of the correct unit m² m⁻².

We kindly request approval to correct this typographical error in all relevant locations in the manuscript to ensure scientific accuracy and consistency.

Please find below the details of the correction (line number refer to proofreading_version3):
· Page 7 Line 27 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2
· Page 7 Line 28 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2
· Page 7 Line 38 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2
· Page 8 Line 34 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2
· Page 8 Line 39 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2
· Page 8 Line 41 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2
· Page 10 Line 12 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2
· Page 10 Line 13 change m-2 m-2 to m2 m-2

This correction does not affect the results, analysis, or conclusions of the study—it is purely a formatting correction for accuracy in units.

Thank you for your consideration and assistance.

Kind regards,
Prashant Paudel
on behalf of all co-authors

