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The revised paper is an improvement over an already excellent paper and is acceptable for 
publication. The authors have responded adequately to my first review and the paper is clearer as 
a result. I have only a few very minor suggestions for the final version. I do not need to see it 
again unless there are specific questions or concerns. 
 
 
 
Minor comments: 
 

1. The notation  was unfamiliar to me. The factorial form would be more understandable 
to all readers. 

2. I am not sure Eq. 4 is necessary. Also, the { in Eqs. (3)-(5) are not necessary. 

3. In line 178, the two datasets for which the error covariances are not assumed zero and 
instead calculated (IMERG and Opera) should be define explicitly. You could write: 
Therefore, we have decided to explicitly compute the error covariance between IMERG 
and Opera. 

4. Shouldn’t the Author Contributions, Competing interests, and Acknowledgements come 
before the Appendix, right after Code and data availability?  


