Dear Editors,

Thank you for the continued handling of our manuscript. Regrettably, we discovered an error in the text during the final proofreading stage and are writing today to request your permission to change the values prior to final publication. Specifically, there is a sentence in the discussion that lists values for the fraction of MAOM, rather than the POM:MAOM ratio. While the rest of the discussion is correct, this value is misleading, and we believe it needs to be corrected prior to publication of the article. Specifically, the sentence that is found on line 45 of page 6, reading, “To exemplify this issue, across all of our samples, the average POM-C was 1.9 g C per kg soil, and the average total SOM-C was 14.8 g C per kg soil, with an average POM:MAOM-C ratio of 0.80. If POM-C was increased by 50 %, to 2.8 g C per kg soil, SOM-C would increase by 6.4%, but the POM:MAOM-C ratio would adjust only to 0.78, which is an ecologically insignificant shift.” We would like to propose the following change to the text, "To exemplify this issue, across all of our samples, the average POM-C was 2.0 g C per kg soil, and the average total SOM-C was 15.9 g C per kg soil, with an average POM:MAOM-C ratio of 0.16. If POM-C was increased by 50%, to 3.0 g C per kg soil, SOM-C would increase by 5.9%, but the POM:MAOM-C ratio would adjust only to 0.23, an ecologically insignificant shift well within the observed range of our data (0.02 – 0.42; Figure S2)." 

We regret the error having made it through the review stage, and readily admit it was an oversight on our part borne from retrieving values from the incorrect data output. However, as is shown in Figure S2, the revised value is correct, and is in line with the rest of the text. This change in values does not alter the findings of the paper in any manner and does not change or negate any of the points made throughout the discussion and conclusion sections. We appreciate the opportunity to correct it at this stage, and your understanding.

Apologies again for the error, thank you so much for your assistance in this matter--


Sam Leuthold

